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Global Ecology and Conservation
Global Ecology and Conservation (GECCO) is a peer-reviewed, open-access journal from Elsevier that publishes sound
science in any aspect of ecology and conservation biology. The authors are required to pay an open-access publication
fee, after which all accepted articles are immediately and permanently free for everyone to read and download from
ScienceDirect, which hosts nearly 14million journal articles and book chapters from nearly 2,500 journals and 30,000 books.
We aim for fast, efficient, and affordable global exposure.
GECCO started accepting papers in early 2014 and has now received more than 300 submissions, of which 182 have so
far been published on-line. Most submissions were transferred from other Elsevier journals with the authors’ agreement,
but an increasing number are submitted directly to GECCO. Excluding papers still being processed, the acceptance rate is
currently around two-thirds, with most initial decisions made within one month of submission and most final decisions
made within two months. Articles are usually available on-line in their final form within 3 weeks of acceptance. According
to Scopus, there have been more than 34,000 article downloads from GECCO so far in 2015 and the number of citations is
rapidly increasing. Elsevier has applied to Thomson Reuters for an Impact Factor, but the timing of this is beyond our control.
GECCO has certainly lived up to its Global tag, with corresponding authors based in 44 countries, including the USA (46
papers), UK (20), Australia (15), Japan (10), China (9), Canada (8), Brazil (5), France (4), Germany (4), and New Zealand (4).
All continents except Antarctica are represented, including nine papers from seven countries in Africa. The reviewers have
been equally diverse in geographical origin and articles have been downloaded from nearly every country in the world.
The published papers also show a very broad coverage of Ecology and Conservation, with subjects spread across terrestrial
(108 papers), marine (43), and freshwater (18) environments, and papers focusing on mammals (35), plants (31), fish (20),
birds (18), invertebrates (19), people (16), frogs (8), and reptiles (8). Our authors appear to be particularly keen on bats (8),
dolphins (5), sharks (4), and turtles (4)! We have also published papers that deal with ecological theories, climate change
impacts and mitigation, the impacts of pollution, and protected area management. The few submissions that have been
rejected immediately as ‘out of scope’ lacked significant biological interest. Submissions were also sent back to authors for
revision without review if they failed to allow for GECCO’s international audience. Local case studies are very welcome, but
there needs to be enough information for a reader from another continent to understand what was done and why.
Going forward we would like to encourage more review articles, particularly of new and emerging topics for which
GECCO’s rapid publication is a major advantage. We would also like to see authors make more use of the relaxed formatting
requirements andmany opportunities for article enhancement that on-line publication offers. These include thewider use of
color in artwork and the inclusion of background datasets, high-resolution images, sound clips, video, and interactive maps
in supplementary material, which is published alongside the article. Acceptable formats for these additions are described
on the journal website. Finally, we would love to see authors makemore use of social media and other channels to publicize
their articles. All GECCO articles are available to anyone with an internet connection, so the impact of your article is limited
largely by how many people know about it.
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